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THE MONASTERIES

DURING my long stay at Urga I had ample
occasion to visit the monasteries, of which
there are several in the Mongolian capital; that
was why Urga was formerly called Bogdo Chure>
or Holy Monastery. The most important of the
monasteries, which are really separate towns, is the
Ganden, the theological college of "yellow lamaism.'*
Next come the Choizi Lama Chure, Dzun Chute,
Breven Chit and Silba monasteries3 not to mention
a number of others which are dotted along the Tola
River,

The Gandetx is a vast monastery city situated on a
mountain to the west of Urga., with a gilt-roofed
temple of mighty dimensions that seems to be looking
down on the capital with the aloof dignity of a golden
idoL The temple's treasures include the ninety-foot
statue of Maiden, the Messiah to come, resting on a
colossal lotus flower. The statue is gilt all over, but
the people believe that it is of solid gold and that the
lamas only gave out that it was gold-plated for fear
of a foreign tribe invading the country for the sake of
the fabulous value of the statue. It was in this temple
that the last 'Bogdo Gegen and his wife were crowned, and
it was at this monastery that the Dalai Lama was
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